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Maud Lindesay was the
ard her unbound hsir fell
bhack ang t the peak of his polated
ghon of ctimson leather,

With a quick movement he caught up a
handful of 4ts rleh luxuriance and afowed
it 40 run through his Oneers ke sand agaln
and agidn, with apparent delight In the gen-
pition,

I2ven as he 414 so the dim flgure of the
borued demon above appeared to lean for-
svard ni if o toveh him, and with a rushing
folee the groat hourglass set upon a pedestal
nt the foot of the Image turned Itsell com-
pletely  over, Giifen turned also with a
sgtartlod air and secing what It was he
latighed a strange, hollow laugh,

1t I8 Indecd the hour, the hour of doom,
fair malds,” be #id, looking down upon
thom ns deferentinily as if he had been pay-
tne his court in the great hall of Thrieve,
vput it shall not pass without taking with
it vour to another and, I trust, &
nigher sphere®

He patsed, but no compfint nor appeal
cama 40 Wk eruel and inexorable ear. The
eortaln praciousness of Providence to thoss
tn extreme perll seemed to have blunted the
s of fear Iy thoe innocent vietims. They
till and apparently without consclous-
ness wupon the fron altar, Thoe red glow
playod upon their faces, shining through
from the inner chamber, and the figure of
thie marshal stood out black agninst it

O the foor liy the goblet from which he
hadl drunk the red miTk.

“(ive me the knife!’! he orled, suddenly
g n tromphet that is blown,

anl. renching a witbersd hand within the
marshal's chamber as if to detach something
from the wall, La Mellraye hobbled quickly
arroes toward the altar platform, bearing in
ler hond, a shining blade of steel, broad of
Wade and curved at thp point. She placed
the ebony handle in the marshal's hand,
awhin weigtind It lovingly In his grasp.

Then for the first time sinee the men had
hound her, the sweet childish eyes of Hitle
Murgaret wore unclosed and looked up al
3illes de etz with the touching wonder of
helplesgness and innocence.

At that moment the image appeared to
Laurenee to beckon to him out of the gloom
A guick and nervous resolve ran through
iz velue, Fis muscles became like steel
svithin his flesh. He rose to his feet and
yushed without pause for thought ncross the
chapel from the niche where he had been
bildden,

“Murderer! Flend! 1 will kil you!™ he
eried, and with bis dagger bare in his hand
he would have thrown himself upon the
marghal. Buot swifier than the rush of the
young man in hig stvength there eame an-
other from the doeor of the inner chumber,

With a deep-thronted roar of wholly bes-
{lal fury Astarte, the she-wolf sprang upon
Laurence, nnd, though he sank his dagger
{wlee deep Into her hairy chest, she pverbore
Wim and they fell to the ground with her
toeth gripping his shoulder. Laurence felt
the hot blood of the beast spurt forth and
mingle with his own, Then a fload of swirl-
Ing waters to bear him  suddenly
awiy Into the unknown.

When Laurence MacKim eame to himself
he emerged into a chill world in which he
folt somehow infinltely lonely and forsaken.
Next he grew slowly conseious that his feet
and arms were bound tightly with eords that
ciit poainfully Into the flesh, Then he Ton-
lized that he, too, had taken his place be-
&lde the maldds upon  the altar of iren
Strangely enough, he did not feel afrald nor
even wish himeelf pleewhers. He only won-
dered whnt woulil happon next

Ho epongd his 10! thev looked
dirisetly the countenanee of
the seomed
EUME anid
ovin the
doetnen Hut oftin Gilles dee Roelz
prigsedl the of his victims with his
bisek to the {mage, the regard of the aculp-
tared devil followed him, grim and mooking

Words of apgry altercation came to the
cars of Laurence MacKim.

L otell vou,*” orted the volea of Gilles de
Roetz, *1 will not spare them, Well-nigh
Pacd I suceeeded. Almost was 1 young agnin.
T wis tasting the firs! sweetness of knowl-
edgo wide as that of the gods. 1 felt the
now 1ife stireing within me. But I had not
enough of the Wleod of Innocence, which |s
the worthy libation to Barran-Sath-
anad, who alone cin hestow new e,

Then the Lady Svbilla answered him.
pray you, Gilles de Retz, nas you bhope for
morge, slay these muldens and this
youtli, Mdke me and bind me bstead, for
the sacrifice death, [ have wrought
enongh of evil! Take of my dblood and
work out your purposs.  Let me give vou
the libatlon you desire. Gillea de Hetz, if
ever 1 huave aldisd vou, grant me thia boon
now. 1 begeech you led these Innocents go
and hind me upon the altar in thelr place.*

Long and loud laughed Gillos de Rtz &
fhard, evil and relentless laugh

“Sybillin de Thouars an lnnosent maiden's
pacriflee!  Darrapn-Soathanss bmself laughy
at the lest, Ho would have no pleasure in
your death. Soul und body you are his
aiready. e desires only the hlood and
sull ring of 1he innocert-—of those on whom
he has never sel bis mark. Nay, thege three
shall surely die, and in that bath under his
pliar 1 ghall lave me from head to foot in
the red milk of Innocence. I have no more
nead of you, Sybilla mine, You have done
your work, and for veward you can depart
to your own place. Out of my way, 1 say,
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Henriest, Poitou, quick! Remove this woman
from befors the altar!™

Then, strugkling strongly
the sorvitors carried Lady the
turther end of Lha chapel, where they abode
on alther side, hoMing her fast. And ad the
lnst groins of pand began to swirl toward
their full and a tle whirlpool form
funpelwise In the midst of the hour-glase,
the butcher was left alone with his victims
upen the platform of the iron altar

Gilles de Retz turned toward the Image,
and !ifting up his hand solemnly he éried
In a grest volee, 0, Barran-Sathanns,
well plensed to behold this Innocent blood
apilled slowly In thine honor, As the red
fount flows nod the red fire burns, restore
my vouth and make me strong. Faithfully
will 1 serva thee and thee alone, renouncing
all other, O, Barmn-Sathanms, great and
only Lord, receive my #acrifice, It ls the
hour!*

And =o saying, he lald hold of Mnaud
Lindasay by the hair, and raised the curved
knife on high,

Then from the end of the ¢hapel to which
the Lady Sybilln had been taken there
canme a sound. With a great despairing ef-
fort she burat from her captor's hands and
| ran forward. She knelt down on the mar-
ble glabh whereon the malds hod stood at
thelr firet entering, and ns she knelt she
helid aloft o golden erueifix.
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the naralfnta
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ROO™aEnry to the
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Harbe Bley!"™
Hisi! Make hls beard Hlood
red. He Lath dAlpped It often In the life
blood of our children. Now we will redden
t with his owpnl®™

So ran the tumul, surking and gathering
and ng. And ever the phkes of
guard fMashed, and the ordered fllea should-
ered their way through the pross

“Maks there ! orfied the provoat mar-
shals wiy for dthe prisoncrs of the
duke!™

And as they ontered the olty from behind
and before, from all windows and roofs
grunting roar of the hatred
and curslng of a whole

In the city of Nantes the rumor of the
taking of Gillea de RHetz had aprend ke
wild-fire, and us the cavaloade rode through
the slirects the windows ralned down curskes
and the eltizens hooted up the ajde-
walks, But the marshal kept hie bBaughty
and  dlsdninful ke noble nature
whoe perforee companies for the nonce with
meaner men Hue sat his favorite charger
ke the companton of Dunols and de Riche-
mont, and as mot than one remnrked, on
this oocasion he looked ke the royal prince
and the duke of Brittany the prisoner.

S0 tn the new tower of the castle of
Mantes Gilllos de Rotz wna placed to walt hils
trinl, There is no need to give a long ae-
ocount of (t. The documents have been
printed In plain letter, and all the world
knows how clark Henrlet firat hroke down
under the stern guesdtioning of Plerre de
I'Hopital, and how he declared fully all
theee iniquitios without parallel in which ho
had borne so cruel a par

Polton, more faithful to his master, held
out till the threat of torture and the nppeala
of his friend, Henrlet, broke him down.
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Rt the atnvdtude and bearing of the chief
culprit, however, deserve that the hilstorian

[rear. A triple file guarded tho prisoners, | ihrough the silence of the hall of JadRment

Amen!
Ing himwelf

enlil Friar Gilles, devoully crosa-

And so, In due ennten, on the meadow of
La Blesse, by the side of the blue Lolre, the
sinful wsoul Gillen de Retz wont (o Its
own pliace, with all the paraphernalin of Ye-
pentance, and in the tull odor of & somewhat
hectlc sanctity

. L]

The day after the burtitae o 1ttle company
of riders 1eft the clty of Angers, journeyving
westward along the Lolre. 1t consisted of
the maldens Margnret Dougins and Maud
Lindesay, with fholto MacKim and a dozen
horssindn belonging to his grace of Brittany
It had been arranged that they were to
jolned opon an eminence above the river, on
the right bank, by the Lord James, Mallme
and Laurence, with the excort which was to
accompany them to the ltle port of 8t, Na-
galre. Thonoe (na was usual in order to es-
cape the troublesome pavigation of the swift
and treacherous upper reaches) they would
find vessels ready Lo set sandl for Scotland

As the litle cloud of riders left
them  the black towers of Angers
passed through woodland glados, whereln
epite of the Intencss of the season
wore singing. The alr was mild and delight-
Then, leaving the river, they struck
away inland; having the frowning towers of
Chatnptoce on their left ns they rode. Pres-
ently they came to a forest, wherein In days
before the cruel Gilles de Retz  had
often hunted the wolf and the wild boar,

Here the woodland paths were covered
desp with fallen leaves, and the naked
branches spoke powerfully of the desolation
of a dend year.

As the malda rode forward, first of their
eompany, and talked, ns was natural, of that
which had taken place the day bofore at
Nantes, they became aware of the Lady
Sybilla riding toward them on her palfrey
af white She would have them
without gpeech with her head downeast, and
her eves fixed upon the dank ground with s
covering drift of dend autumnal leaves,

But Margaret, grateful for that which the
Lady Sy¥billa had done for them at Mache-

of
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| should not wholly pass tham over.

ifest himself now!"” ghe cried. *'By the vir-
tue of this cross of Jesus Christ 1 ecall upon
him!*

Then suddenly all the place was fillad with
a mighty rushing nolse, The last grains
ran low in the hour-glass. It ehifted in its
stand and turned over. A tremor like that
of an earthquuake shook all the castle to Qs
foundations. The solld keep Nsell rocked
like a veesel In a stormy &en The great
fmage overturned and in fts fall Gllles de
Retz was stricken senseless to the ecarth
The next moment like flood gates burst by
A mighty tide the doors of the temple were
opened with a e¢lang and through them &
crowd of armed men came rushing in with
triumphant shouts and angry cries for
vongoeanoede,

Sholto was far ahead of the others, and
a4 if led by the unerring Instinet of love he
ran to the altar whercon his love lay white

hody.

It was the work of 4 moment to cut thols
and chufe the numbed wrists and
| Jumes Douglns took the lttle Mar-
| garet. Sholto had his sweetheart o his
iurllls. while Laurence recovered quickly
]m.--uuh to afd his father in securing Gilles
de etz and hls gervants. La Meffraye they
took not, for she lay dead within the Inner
chamber, where yet burned the great fire

which was used to consume the bodies of
the demon's victlms, Two gaping wounds
were found in her breast, 1n the enme place
| in which the dagger of Laurence
haidl smitten the she-wolf ag she sprong upon
him., But Astarte, witch or she-wolf, was
| never seen ngain, either by starlight, moon-
Hght nor in the eye of day. Truly of Gilles
de Hetz was It said, "Hia demon hath de-
gerted him,'
| Beneath, in the courts and quadrangles,
swarming through the towere nuod clamber-

Ing perilously on the roofs, surged the press
he furl It was all that Duke
John and his oMcers could do (o Keep the
prisopers Inward apd to prevent them from
helng torn lmb from Mmb (as had perbaps

been fittest) and tossed alive into the flam-

Ing funeral pyre of Castle Machecoul, which,
| lighted by 160 hands, presently began to
Hame ke o voleano to the skles,

For the hour that comes to every evil doer
bud come to Gllles de Hetz, And o that
hour, ns It ahall ever be. the devil in whom
be trusted had deserted him,

But the Lady Bybilla stood on the garden
tower that in happler days hod been lier
Measaunee and  watched, And us sbe
witehed she Kissed the golden oructfix of the
child Margaret. And her heart rejolced be-
cause the lives of thé innocent as well as
the death of the guilty had been given hor
for her portion.

“And now, O Lord, T am ready to pay the
price!" she sald,
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CHAPTER LX,
His Demon Huth Deserted Him,

The soldiers of the duke of Brittuny stood
with bared swords and deadly pikes around
the Marshal de Retz and those of Lig gery-
antd who bad been taken, that is to LY,
round Poltou, Clerk Henrlet, Bianguet and
Robin Romulart. About them surged
Angry populace, drunk with the very wine of
destruction, having been flled with {ncon-
eelvable fury by that which they had been

bags of little charred remalns.

“Tear Lhe wolves into  gobhers! Kill
them! Burp them! Bend them qulek to
hell!™ 8o ran the ory.

And twice and thrice the » MNagers charged
desperately s man who fight for their lHvoes.

UStand to it men' eried Plorre do ' Hopl-
tal. *(illes de Retz shall have falr trial!"

“But I shall try him?'" he added under his
breath.
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YAND WON'T YOU MARRY ME, IF I ASK YOU VERY NICELY, SHOLTO?"

Even in his first haughty and contempt-
uons silence Gilles de Retz was shifting his
ground, and with & rool, unhented intelll-
gouce orvienting himself to the new condi-
tlong, It soon became evident to his mina
that the powers of evil, in whom he trustel
and to whose servive he had consecratga! his
life and fortune, had befosled and betmgyed]
him.

Well—even so would he fool them—If, hy
the grace of God, there were yot any meril
or Hopo In tho service of good, The priest
suid so. The scripture sald eo, and tRoy
might he right after all, At lenst the thing
wits worth trying,

For a calenlating brain lay behind the ex-
copera of the terrible Lord de Helz. The
religion of the crosa might not be of much
final », &t It was all that remained, and
Gilles de Retz determined avall himeelf
of it, =So ¥ nnstasised from
Barran-Sathnnos to Jehovah,

With an efNrontery alm
for belief, he arrayed himself in the white
robes of a Cnrmelite novice and spent his
prigon days (n singing litnnies and in private
confession to his religious adviser.

Wlhen the trial at Jast
arrived expected on
the bench the wenk, kindly face of Duke
John, was called upon to confront the in-
domitable judiclal rectitude of Plorre de
I"Hopltal, president and grand seneschal of
Brittany.

Gilles de Retz  appeared  at
dressed in white of the richest materials
and with all his military decorations upon
him. But hiz judge, habited in stern and
slmple black, was wot in the least intimi-
duted

Then came the great surprise. After the
evidinee of Henriet and Poltow had been
roid to bim, the marshal wos nsked to plead,
To the surprise of all he cluimed benefit of
elergy.

“1 have been a greatd sionner,” he said. 1
have, indeed. deserved a thousand deathis.
But now I am o man of God. 1 have con-
feaged, 1 have recelved absolution for all
my sinw. il hag forglven me and my soul
ia cleansed!"”

HETs
1o
onen Mmoo

oo stupendous

the grent day of
the marshal, who had

his trial

tood! 't answered Plerre de I'Hopltal, )
huve nothing to do with your ronl, I must
leave that, as you justly remark, Gold.
But I amm here to try your body, and if
found gullty. to condemn that body to sufler
the penalties by law provided."

Then Clerk Henrlst was brought In to
toutify more fully of the erimes beyond pars
nllel in the history of menkind,

The court had been hung rmound with
black, and the only object which appeared
prominent was & beutiful crucifix with a

| noble figure of the Hedeemer of Men parved
upon it This wae suspended, nocording
| the customn, over the head of the president
of tribunal.

Heorlet had
terrible relition
when he stopped

“l vannol go on,'" he pald o o broken, ap-
pealing volee, 'l cannot tell what 1 have

Yo tell with that Bgure Woklng down upon
s

8o, with

(i

the
far with his
erimias

not proceeded
of inconcelvable

the whole sourt standing up In

reverence, the Image of the Most Phiful
was solgmnly velled from sight, that such
| diveds of darkness might pot be so much as
spoken of in that holy and graclous pres-
oTine

And during the ceremony Friar Gllles of

the order of the Carmelites stood up more
reverontly than any, for, scéelng that
bBetier might be, be bad definitely cast in his |
| 1ot with God Almighty.
L]
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I& that

“The sentence of this eour) you,

| midat,

Retz af

and

marshal
Heoriet, be

Gilles de Laval, lord of
France, you, Foltouw
carried o the mendow of Lo Blosse at 9
o'elock the morniug of tomorrow, and
there that you be baoked and burned till you
duand, Apnd to God, the just, he the
gloryt"
The

und
an
are

velee of Plerre e I'Hopltal ravg out

coul, spurred her steed and rode on to inter-
cept her.

“'Sybilla,” she sald, “yvou alse will come
with s to Scotland, 1 have many castles
there, and, they tell me, a pringessdom of
mine own, We shall all be happy together
and forget these ill times. Maud and |
can never repay that which you have done
for us.""

“Yee, T pray
Maud, a lttle
your sistors,
vome agalin.”

The Lady Sybilla smiled
smile, and shook her head.

"1 thank you, 1 thank you more than
you know, It eases my heart that yon shonld
forglve one such as 1 for all the she
has bronght yvou and yours, But 1 am now
no it companion far you or any. I mwm be-
come hut a wandering shape, speaking
one who cannot answer, and seeking him
whom 1 can never find.'

The little maid, being hut a child, mistook
her menning

*No, no," she eried, *your life not
done.  If the one whom yon love hath left
you unkindly—well, bide awhile and when
the first smart is pussed we will marry you
Lo some braver und more handsome knight,
There are many such In Scotland, T pray
you come with Maud and me as we wish you
Why, there will not be three like us in
all the lund. | wager we will got kings by
the ears hetween us. Though as for me, I
will only marry a Douglus!’”

The smile of the Lady Sybilla grew ever
andder and ever sweeter,

“The man whom [ loved and whp
me 1 betrayed to the death. ‘There
forglvences for such ns T in this life, Jer-
haps there may b in the next At least
he forgave me, and that ig enough, He he-
Heved In me agalost myself, and 1 will woit
Till then I go hither and thither, and none
shidl hinder me nor molest—for God hath
set  the senl of Cain upon Sybilla  de
Thounrs!""

Morgaret Douglag flicked her steed impa-
tiently, causing the spirited lttle beast
to curvel,

“1 think It is very ill done of you not to
comn to Scotland with us,"” she =ald, petu-
Inntly, “when we would have been so wood
to you!™

“'np  gond-—=Loo

come with us,
glowly, “we will
M times shall

vou
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and the
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Kind," sald the Lady
Syhllla, very gently; "such kindoness Is not
for such as 1 am. But If I may, while 1 live
I will keep the golden orogs you lont me
the crucifix your brother gave to you on
vour birthday!™

“Keep it—it jg yours! 1 do not want i!"
eried Margaret, glad to have found some way
of showlng her gratitude

"1 thank you," sald Sybilla de Thouars,
“some diy 1 may como to Scotland, And if
I do, vou ahall come out from Thrieve nund
meet with nie by the white thorns of the
Carlin wark at the hour when the ltle
hildren sing!"™

And so without other farewell she turnaed
und rode slowly away down the avenues of
follon leaves, Gl the folding woodlands hid
her from the sight of those two who wateliad
her with tear=hlurred eyes and hearts
strangely stirred with pity for the fate
of her whom they had once hated with such
Eaod cause

CHA I"I’HI-I LXL

Lenp Year In Galloway,

Morping dawned falr over the wide strath |

of Dee. Calrnsmulr and Ben Calrn stved
out gouth and north ke blue, round-shoul-
fdered sentinels. Castle Thrieve rose in the
ETAY, and somber o the
early sunshine

Andro the penman and bis brother Jobn,
with the taciturnity natural to early risers
were sllently holsting the flag which
noted the presence of (he noble young chate-
lainge of the great fortress

Sholto had also rison carly, for the affalre
of the castle and of the host were in
bhand, and there was much business to be
dispatohed thit morning. The young Avons
Doughises were ridlog away f(rom

massivoe

dule
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Ave, Indeed,” orled James
will go ti1 the time ecme when the  uitors
gathor, like corbles about a dead lamb!’"
 “That "erled
Moargaret of Douglas, and
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fw grawn older,
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For, hut
this
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“Goodby, erled  James of  Avondale,
“Waste theo and grow up, sweet cos. Then
will 1 come back with the rest of the corblea
and inke my chance of the feast, 1 will
keep myself for that day.””

But Willlam rouglas ent
on his charger

The mald of Galloway
gally lo the younger.

“You ehall bave your chance with the
she eticd, “but you will not ke me
Very tikely T muy have to fleeth and

lamb

eWe

aquare and sllent

waved her hand

rost,’

then,

coren with you ke the sweetie wife at a fair |

before either of you will marry me.  Aund,

yvoli know, 1 have sworn on the bonea of Bt. |

Bride 10 marry none but a Douglag of the
Douglases!™’

Then William Douglan saluted without a |

word, and turning hisg hridle-rein rode away
with hig face steadfastly set to the north, But
James ever cried bhack farewells and jovial
words long after he was out of hearing. And
even on the helghts of Kelten muir he still
fluttered & gay Kerchief In his left band,

Then Margaret Douglis went back within
the gates, where she encountered  Maud
Lindesny, coming through the castle yard to
meel her.  For that morning che had not
wished to encounter Sholto—at least among
ga mnpy. The two maldens walked on to-
gether, and which was the fairer, the black
or the nut-brown, none could say who ba-
held them.

After a while Margnret Douglas elghed.

“'1 wonder which of them [ like the best?"
she eald

Maud laughed a merry, scornful laugh, In
which wns a world of superior knowledge.

“You do not like either of them very much
yet, or you would have no diffieulty about
the matter," sald this wise woman.

“Well, T wonder which of them joves me
best,'" she went on. “James tells me of It a
hundred times every day and all day. But
William saye nothing. He only looke at me
often as If he disapproved of me. 1 am over
lght for him, I trow. He thinks not of me."

Then after a pause she said, again with
her finger on her lip:

"I wonder which of them would de most
for my sike?"

“I know," sald Maud Lindesay, promptly.

- - . - L]

With the young Avondales there had rid-
den Malise and his son Laurence on their

/ay to the abbey of Dulee Cor. Sholto went
aldo with them to convoy them to the fords
of Urr.

For Laurence was to be a clerk atter all.

And this Is the way he explained it:

"“The abbot cannot live long, and there s
no Douglas to succeed him.  Your little maid
will make me abbot, if that Maud of yours
does her duty.'”

“She I8 not my Maud yet,” sighed Sholto,
“for, as they say in Scotland, the lady had
proved “driech to Jdraw up.’ "

“But she will be in good time,” urged
Laurence, “and she must persuade the Lady
Margarct of my many and surprising vir-
tues.'”

“The Lady Margaret hath doubtlesgs seen
these for herselfl. Werp you not bound ba-
side her on the iron altur?” said Sholta.

“Yes; but I dirked the old witch-woman,
or 8o they siay, And that was no clerkly
action," ehjected his brother,

“Foar not.” said Sholts, *You ehall have
all of her favor you need without working
hy meians of another's petticoat. But how
about. marrlage? You cannot wed or woo
It you are a clerk. You aid not use to he
50 unfond of a lass in the gloaminge along
the sweet strand called the Walk of Lovera

you know whoere'"

“p,

sah,""
saw thoe

oried Laurence
lass 1 llked hetler
And 1 never expeet 4o sce one
ke botter than the fut
Alibavy of Dulee Cor!'
He paused moment,
vonsldering mHnt
"Hesides,"” he went on,
Init woo—thit Ix another
never heard that an abbot
"Good day!™ erlm] Sholto sudderiv at ‘hin
paint,  *'I' will not stay to hear you blag-
pheme,. ™

And leaving his father and Laurence
ride westward he turned him back
Thrieve

“I will surely

"I never wyolL
than myse!f,

fhat 1 shall
revenues of the

[}
somo

as if rogulshly
“wed I may

mattor. I

not,
had

to
toward

return tomaorrow,'”  eried
Malire, *1 must first see this bantam salely
Iin Mew. Aye, and bid the Abbott Willlam
¢lip his wings, too!**

- - . - - L]

L] L]

S0 In the gny morning sunshine and with
the glinting of the lift reflected durk blue
from tarn and lakelet, Sholto MacKlm rode
toward the castle of Thrieve. He bethought
him on all that had bygope. The Avondales
were away, James the Gross might die any
moment-—might even now be dead and Wil-
liam be earl In his ploace,

He thought over Willlam of Avondule's
last words to hlmeelf, spoken  with l!wlp]
solemnity and all the dignity of a great
spirit.

“Sholto, you and yours have hrought to
Justice the chief betrayer. The time is at
hand, when, having the power, I will settle |
with Crichton and Livingston, the lesser |
villaing, And in that count and reckoning
you shall be my right-hand man. Keep
Awenl young Margarer safe for my sake,

I

| Do
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me!"' he said, “you will tell me plainly—do
you love me or do you not?"

Maud Lindesay puckdred her pretty face
as if ghe had boen about to ery.

“You hurt my arm,'"” she said, plaintively,
looking up at him with the long pathetle
gaze of a gentle animal put in pain,

Sholto perforce released the pressure on
her arm.  She instantly put both hands be-
hind her.

“You did not hurt me at all, hear you
that, Master Sholto,” €he erled, “and 1T do
rot love you—not that much, sir noblsa
knight!™

And she spapped her finger and thumb
like & fash beoeath his nose.

“Not that much!' she repeated viclously,
and 14 It again. Sholto turned away
stornly.

"You are nothing but a silly girl, and not
worthy that any true man should marry
you!" he sald, walkiog off in the direction of
the castle,

Maud Lindesay looked after him a mo-
ment s if not belleving her eyves and cars
Then she tripped quickly after bim, He
wasd taking long strides, and 1t required a
series of smnll hops and skips to keep up
with him

“Not really, Sholte?"” she suld, bescoch-
ingly, almost running bezside him now, he
walked so fast,

“Yeg, muicdom, really!'
knight, still more sternly.

Ehe took a Jittle run to get a step In
front of him, So dhat ehe might look ad-
vantageously inte his face

“Then you won't marry me, Sholto?”

Her hands were clasped with the sweet-
est politonary grace.

HMiNoI*

endd that young

with w soort like pufft of steam {rom
under the lp of a bolling pot.

“Nol if T ask vou very nicely, Sholto?"

SNl

The negative cane agaln, apparently
flercer than hefore, almost Hke an explosion,
indeed, But still thero was a hollow sound
about It somewhere,

At this the girl stopped suddenly, and,
Arawing a little lace Kerchief from her
bosam, she sank her head into it In an ap-
parent abandonment of grief.

0, whit shall 1 do ghe wailed, *“'Sholto
will oot marry me, and 1 have ndked him
ko swestly., What shall 1 do? What shall |
dot 1 will ¢'en go und drown me In the
water!"

And with her kerchilel wtill to her eyos
or @ least, to he wholly wecurate, to one of
them, the despiged maiden ran towards the
river bank. She did not ran very fast, but

LN

She Ig very preciove to me—indeed beyoni
my lite.. And for this time fare you well '

And he bad reached a mailed hand to the |
captain of the Douglans guard, and when
Sholto would have bent his head upon it to |
klss It, Willlam of Avondale gripped his
suddenly, as one grasps o comrade's hanl
when the heart Is touched, and so was
gone.

At the verge of the flowery pastures that
ring the lsle of Thrieve, SBholto met Maud
Lindesay, now walking alone. At eight of
her he leaped from his horse, and without i
salutntion of spoken speech walked by her
hl'il'

“How came you here alone?” he asked.

Meud mnde her little pouting movemoent
af the Hps, and kicked viciously at a tuft of
grass

"y

she sald, hypoeritically;

leave of that

forgot,”
ought to have asked
kulght, the captain of Thrieve. We poor
milds must pot breathe without his per-
misslon—no, nor ¢ ¢n walk out to meet him|
when we are lopegome.” I
Maud Lindesay IHied her eyes suddenly
and shot at Bholto a g0 disabling,
that, alarmed for the conseguences, she
s ngain by dropplog her long

|
nahle

glanece

laghes clreumspectly upon her chieek

“pDid wou really come out to meet me,
Maud?"' cried Sholto, alr the flooding
“in this you speak

| truth and no mockery*"

de- |

hia ;

“1 only sald that
governor so that we
to teet him!"

Al this SBholto let his horse go where It !
would, swnd, us Lhey were passing at  the
time through a copplee of hazel, he caught |
bis saucy aweetheart guickly by the wrist

Mietress Maud, you shall pot

we feared our castle's i
lust ool walk out even

| &1ill she ran

| to be discerned In eltber of them.

| You eould

Uthat I will not take Landless Jock after alif"

play with ' still

Now this wds more than Sholto had Dar-
gnined for, and he pursued her light-fool,
awifter thun he had ever run In his life
Ho overtook her just asn she reached the
little pscent of the rooks the river
margin,

His hand fell upon
turned her round. Bbhe
with sobs,

o will=T will, T will drown myself!"”
she eried, her kerchlef closer to her eyes.

“1 will marry you—I1 will do anything., |
love you, Maud!™

“"You do not—you cannot!'' she aoried,
pughing him fercely away, “you sald you
would not! Thut | was not fit to marry.”

“1 did not mean It—1 lied! 1 did not
know what | sald!" Sholto was 5:]"“’\!'“'“&',]'
now, |

“Thon you will marry me—if 1 do not
drown myaclf?"

She spoke with a sort of deliclous tenta-
tive relenting.
“Yes—yos!

now!"'

She dropped her kerchief suddenly and
the lsughing eyes of nuughiy Maud Lindesay
looked suddenly ont upon Shelto like sup-
shine o a dark place. They were dry and
full of merriment, No trace of tears wus

by

her shoulder and he
wiis still shaking

When you will—=tomorrow

She gave unother Mitle skip and, catching
him by the arm, she forced him to walk
with ber toward castle Thrieve

"Of coursge you will murry me
not help yourself, Bholto
shall when 1 ke, too But
¥you are 80 stern and crusty, |

millyt
and it
now that
B pot aure

b

This Is the end, and yet not the end, for

The monosyllable escaped from his lips |
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lakeslde, when the
and the sun drops
the purple hills of
chlldren ke
Kreens, Ky
Three¢ Thoros of
than wortel eye
Hracefully on a

——_

Bollers.

—

by the
whitest

are groenast
white thorn
muost glorlously hehind
the west, and when the
manlses on lathan
ehance to spy under the
Carlinwark a lady fulrer
huth ween Bhe s sitting
white palfrey and lstenlog to the balrus
singing by the watersldea And the tears
fall down ber cheoks as éhe lstens, o Lhe
place where In the spring time of the Yoar
young Willlam Douglas first met the Laly
sybilla

Aud If we mect her and #he bhave apecch
with us ire that there will be another
tale Lo Lell

In

mlug
W

be &

g4y the couptry folk, whea the leaves

(The End)




